OF ANTIQUITY,                      tt

have made but little progress; and yet the
architectural monuments which It lias left us
suggest the idea that it must have possessed a
knowledge of mechanical arts lost in more recent
times. Centuries later, the love of, the gigantic
in architecture continued in many parts of the
worM especially among the Ilomaihs ; anil yet
how seldom do we meet; with anything ap-
proaching to tlio.se colossal remains ! Did this
draoiiuslaiiee arise from the fact that mechanical
inventions once known had boon forgotten ; or
did the Bonn of younger earth, inherit a strength
of nerve and sinew compared with which later
races are degenerate 1 When we call to mind the
rapid bound in advance which the human family
HuQinH to have made within but a few centuries
of the Hood, and the works which they executed
within tho same period, we can hardly help
imagining that the diminished duration of inan'w
life is a type of a corresponding IOHH sustained
in hiH physical and intellectual powers,

Hurl* meditations must often, I think, occupy
tho mind of those who have? vinited tho remains